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November 28, 1954
| greet all of you my fellow country-men with the greeting, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

After one of my last radio talks last year, | received a letter from Chicago. The letter was written
in English. There were four pages of wisdom from some medical student, who was evidently writing
while in a fever or under the influence of a nervous break-down to the point that he forgot to sign his
name under this article that was full of derision and blasphemies.

For the sake of decency and out of fear of offending the noble feelings of our listeners, | am only
presenting fragments of his letter. This student begins with — “Why don’t you come down from those
clouds and come down to earth and tell people that man’s happiness is on earth, through the usage of
everything that makes life comfortable and happy. This is why we have them in life and no normal
person should deny himself the usage of these things.

You are preaching something that was in style and was accepted by the people of the Middle
Ages, a time of darkness and backwardness. But this does not fit in with the spirit of the 20" century,
which is known as an era of education, progress and civilization.

1, too, was once tied down by the principles of Catholicism, but luckily I extricated myself from
that bigotry and | now look at life with the eyes of a free American citizen. | am not a child so that
someone would teach me how to do things, what is the purpose or goal of my life and what | am
permitted to do in life and what | am not permitted to do.”

That, in literal translation, is an excerpt from an insufficiently salted and peppered student of
medicine who is under the impression that he possesses the wisdom of Solomon. In reality, he did not
discover dust. To maintain the fact that man lives in order to use everything that is pleasant and nice
makes him a materialist and an unbeliever.

To maintain that the Middle Ages were years of darkness and backwardness points to his
ignorance of history. Defending his own lack of faith with his patent of American citizenship is not only
sad, but silly. There are laws of God and there are also laws of nature which bind every person
regardless of where they live or their citizenship.

From this point to our talk entitled:
TO KNOW GOD —TO LOVE GOD —TO SERVE GOD

There are certain fundamental truths that are so evident that no intelligent person can deny
them. For example — the truth that man did not give himself existence, he did not create himself nor did
he find himself on earth by accident. Man is indebted to God for his existence. Because of this, we say
that man is a creature of God, is a servant and child of God while God is the Creator, Lord and the Father
of humanity.
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Did we maybe deserve to exist in other words, did we deserve life? How could we possibly
deserve that when we still did not exist? God created us out of His mercy and out of His love for us. Did
God give us life in order to have some sort of profit or gain from us? What naive suppositions. God
doesn’t need me, you or any other person because He is a perfect unlimited individual.

Then why, and for what purpose did God create man? for the personal advantage of each
person; for the personal happiness of each person; for normal happiness on earth; for eternal happiness
in eternity. That is why God created man in His Own image and likeness.

He gifted him with intelligence, a free will, a conscience and a soul. In that manner this good
God singles out man above all other visible creatures.

A famous preacher, in the course of one of his Lenten sermons called out: “Why did God do all
of this? What did He intend for man?” Then he immediately answered these questions: “All butterflies
go into the air, because they were created for life in the air. Fish and amphibians make their way to
water because they were assigned to life in the water.”

A person is to make his way to God, because the Lord God created him for Himself. The Bible
reminds us of this, affirming that the Lord God created everything Himself for Himself. If all of creation,
even the meanest and the smallest were created for the Lord God then the purpose for man who is the
crown of all visible creation cannot be different.

Man was created for the Lord God, because the Lord God acquired the right to him by having
created him just like a potter has a right to the pot having molded it from clay. This truth that God and
God alone is the main purpose of our life, we should inscribe in our hearts as deep as possible and think
about it as often as possible. This truth should always stand before our eyes and in our mind. Every day
and every hour they should repeat for us: “l am on this earth for God. God is my final; end.”

If you should not want to reach this end, if you do not want to live for God, but for your body and for the
world, then there is no reason for you to exist at all on earth.

When you have a piece of furniture that does not fulfill its purpose — for example, a small stool,
a couch or a desk, if you are a sensible person, then you will either repair this piece of furniture in order
to use it to serve its purpose or, if that is impossible, you will throw it out in order to get it out of your
way.

You plant a fruit tree in your garden so that it will bear fruit for you but if the tree grows but is
barren it becomes useless. What do you do? You cut it down and throw it out. You are such a piece of
furniture and such a tree if you are not living for God. Therefore, you have no right to live here on earth.

In our world there are very many people who are honest and God-fearing, who are going on the
direct path to their goal through the path marked out by their Creator. They live and are active in the
world; some of them own properties. They use these gifts in a way that is permitted to make their life a
little easier and kinder, to safeguard themselves for their old age and to assure their children of a future.
But, they do not bury their hearts in these earthly things and they do not consider them the main
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purpose of their life but rather as a means to an end. These are the ones who are found on the road
which leads to happiness on earth and to happiness in eternity.

Others, and they are the majority, exert all of their strength to purposes which are not worthy of
a person who has been created to the image and likeness of God. These are the kinds of people who use
everything whatever the world suggests. And in the beginning, it seems to them that they are self-
sufficient. They don’t just go but they speed along blindly. And after not too long of a time, nothing
satisfies them anymore.

They become indifferent, surfeited and in the end, they become very bitter. Sooner or later,
these people break down. This is the result of not remembering, of forgetting the true purpose of every
person.

Among the questions in the catechism, one of the very first is — “Why did God create us?” Listen:
“We are here on earth in order to know God, to love Him and serve Him faithfully and by doing that get
to heaven.” Therefore, we are created for God — that’s the main purposes of our life here on earth. But
the good God wants us to be happy forever. Therefore, the achievement of heaven is the second
purpose of our life.

A dumb animal cannot recognize God. Why? because it lacks the means to do that — namely
reason. It’s something different when we speak of a person. A person is an intelligent being. Just as God
gave us eyes to see, ears to hear, a tongue to speak so too, did God give us an intellect so that above all
we would recognize God. Who does not use his senses and members for the purpose for which God
assigned them, that person apparently is working against the Will of God.

The same thing must be said of those who do not use their intelligence to recognize God and to
get to know Him better and better. That is why God once admonished us through the lips of the
Prophet: “Let the wise man not boast of his intelligence. Let the brave man not boast of his courage. Let
not the wealthy man boast of his wealth. But, let them boast of this, that they know Me, that | am the
Lord Who shows mercy and judgment, and justice on earth.” An acquaintance with God is the
foundation of an honest, noble and virtuous life.

A person who does not know God, does not know what God demands of a person and what he
forbids him. Therefore, he cannot fulfill the will of the Creator. Furthermore, if a person does not know
God, he deprives himself of the strongest stimuli to a good life.

How will he be able to consider as absolutely necessary the avoidance of transgressions and
iniquities in all of the circumstances of life, if he does not know that an all-seeing and all-knowing God
exists Who abhors sin, Who rewards virtue and punishes sin.

A person who doesn’t know God will only maintain for so long the pretext of justice,
conscientiousness and honesty as long as earthly interests demand that of him, and then he drops the
reins, indulges himself and follows his own fancies and inclinations like a dog on a leash goes after his
master.
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In our present times there are so many complaints about the pagan behavior of people, the
savagery of customs and on the growth of crime. Isn’t this proof of not knowing God and the commands
and prohibitions of God? Don’t these sad phenomena confirm the fact that people do not know the
Creator and it is for that reason that the world is returning to pagan and barbaric times?

These people are interested in knowledge, science and inventions but at the same time, they
have no time to become interested in God, to become acquainted with the Creator and to learn what it
is that God commands, what it is that God demands and what pleases God.

One need not wonder over the fact that so many Catholic Christians lead a life that is hardly
Christian but mostly pagan. Who knows whether or not the Lord’s prophet had our present times in
mind when he called out: “There are no truths and there is no mercy and there is no acquaintance with
God on earth. That is why abuse, lying, the murder of one’s husband, stealing and adultery have
overflowed its banks and blood has touched blood. That is why the earth shall weep.”

Is it enough just to know God? Let me ask you a question. Is it enough for a child to know his
parents? You will tell me: Every child has certain duties concerning his parents. You are right | will also
tell you — every person has duties concerning God. Whatever we are, whatever we have, we have from
God. Is that the reason we should love this magnanimous giver? Or doesn’t He deserve our love and
reverence? This magnificent statement by St. Augustine is well known. He writes: “You have created us
for yourself O Lord; that is why our hearts are restless until they rest in Thee!”

Someone made this observation: “The human heart is indeed small, yet all of the good things
and pleasures of the world are unable to satisfy it.” Even if a person had everything that the world
possesses, even if he were healthy and highly respected, even if he possessed great fortunes, even if he
indulged in the most pleasures and worldly delights, there is always found an emptiness in his heart and
such a person is often overcome by hours and days of sadness and yearning which poison his life.”

We have a classic example of such a case in King Solomon. For 40 years he ruled in a very
peaceful kingdom. He had authority, he had great wealth, he had fame, and yet he cried: “I built myself
houses and planted vineyards, | began gardens and orchards. | gathered together for myself the silver,
gold and all of the properties of kings and countries. | procured for myself both male and female singers.
Everything that my eyes demanded, | did not deny them; nor did | deny my heart from enjoying every
delight that | would prepare and to love them. And when | turned towards all of the works which my
hands had begun, | saw in all of them vanity and the distress of thoughts, that nothing lasts under the
sun.

He was sad and he deplored the fact that someday all of this will pass it will all end. This is true
even today, for the world and time here on earth cannot give man total satisfaction, peace and
happiness.

On the other hand, how peaceful, satisfied and happy are the people whose actions show that
they love God. The Psalmist sings of such — “It is better to spend one day in Your palace, O Lord, than to
spend a thousand days in the pleasures of the world.”
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The heart of every person was created for love. True love shows up on the exterior. Feelings
turn into action. Therefore, if a person feels true love for someone, he tries very hard to be of service to
this person in everything and is most careful to never offend him and in no way to ever offend him.

The true love of God also consists of this and on faithful service or in fulfilling the Will of God.
The Savior Himself demands this of us when He says — “Who has My commandments and obeys them,
he is the one who loves Me.”

Furthermore, God is our Lord; an Almighty Lord. People are the servants of God. A servant
listens and serves his Lord and woe to him if he wants to quit that duty, that service and he arrogantly
says: “l am not going to serve you.”

The history of the world shows us how God punishes people for denying God the service that we
owe Him. From the flood up until World War II, the finger of history points out the calamities caused by
the rejection of service to God. Man’s arrogance always causes misfortune. This is what Moses
prophesied: “Since you did not serve the Lord your God . . . you will serve your enemy, whom God will
allow to conquer you — in hunger and in thirst, in nakedness and in every deficiency.

The Lord will allow a nation from far away to conquer you . . . whose language you will not be
able to understand; a nation that is very meretricious (prostitute) that does not honor an elderly person,
nor does it take pity on the little one.”

Let us serve God, for God is our Creator, therefore we belong to Him and we are His
possessions. God is our Father and He is our benefactor. | repeat, we owe God everything that we have
and that we are, as the Apostle St. Paul teaches us by saying: “For in Him we live and we move and are.”
And God has loved us that He gave us His only begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in Him,
would not perish, but would have eternal life.




